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marine which, addressed to a German, afford curious read-
ing after the uses to which the submarine was put by Ger-
mans in the European war:

"I myself am both amused and interested as to what you
say about the interest excited about my trip in the Plunger.
I went down in it chiefly because I did not like to have the
officers and enlisted men think I wanted them to try things
I was reluctant to try myself. I believe a good deal can be
done with these submarines, although there is always the
danger of people getting carried away with the idea and
thinking that they can be of more use than they possibly
could be."

The President made two efforts in 1905 to induce Joseph
H. Choate to reenter the diplomatic service. He asked him
to go as the American representative to the Algeciras Con-
vention. Mr. Choate at first accepted and subsequently
withdrew his acceptance. He next offered him the position
of American Minister to Japan, and this also Mr. Choate
declined. Writing about the latter position after the close
of the Portsmouth Conference, the President gave this in-
teresting statement of his personal views as to services
which an ex-President may perform:

"I found that the Japanese were very anxious we should
send the very highest man possible to Tokio as Minister,
and they say that if that is done they will shortly make
their representative here an Ambassador. They evidently
feel that if Choate were sent there it would be appreciated
as an international compliment. I do not know whether
Choate would go or not. If I were in his place I should be
delighted to go. I have always felt that John Quincy
Adams rendered a real service when he went to Congress
after being President; that is, he showed more regard for
the work to be done than for the titular position. In the
same way Choate could well afford to spend what would
be a delightful couple of years in Tokio for the sake of
the good that his going would do."